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How can action research improve student’s narrative writing in a grade three class?  As a starting point I will first give an overview of why I have selected this topic and provide some of my professional opinions related to this topic throughout the paper.  I will also be comparing and contrasting action research with a narrative inquiry view point, and the research as listening view point. I believe that examining different perspectives in research allows for the researcher to be better prepared and objective.
In starting an action research study in my class I would first need to identify an issue or a problem that I wanted to investigate.  My research topic selection comes from a professional development session I was invited to attend.  Penny Kittle was the guest speaker at the conference and she focused on the writing process and communicating with students.  In one of my conversations with her she said something that I believe strongly in, and that is to write and share your writing with your students.  Secondly I believe in what Sagor said about selecting a focus question. We apply this process to those issues of teaching and learning that matter to you and that will ultimately enhance the lives of your students. (Sagor, 2000)  
For my action research I first had to think of an important issue or question similar to Vivian Paley in her research where she started with an issue and wanted to investigate and listen closely to her students.  When her students were discussing topics of great interest to them they could reach into a deep wellspring of opinions and images. (Paley, 1986)  In my action research on personal narratives I find that when students have some choice in the topics they pick they are more passionate about discussing and writing about the topic. Paley discovered that when the topics of fantasy, fairness and friendship were explored participation increased. (Paley, 1986)  
Action research allows for teachers to look closely at their students, reflect on their teaching, focus on an area that a teacher wishes to improve on, and can create an excitement in the classroom.   The action research that I would be conducting on narrative writing would be a process that I would conduct over the year beginning in September.  Action research has some key steps and reflection during each step in the process, is an important aspect.  Gathering information and reflecting on the information is also an important aspect of listening to what students say.  Paley would observe, interpret, and integrate the living drama of the classroom. (Paley, 1986) The tape recordings created for me an overwhelming need to know more about the process of teaching and learning and about my own classroom as a unique society to be studied. (Paley, 1986)  I have used both audio and video recording in my classroom to aid instruction.  In my investigation of student’s narrative writing I would use a recording device several times over the year to observe both my students and my instruction.
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Sophie Robert in the narrative inquiry view gave some important insights into her traditional upbringing where she had experiences learning about nature. She gave some important reflection on childhood explaining how she and some friends cornered some skunks and were eventually sprayed. (Haig-Brown, 1992)  My action research question, narrative inquiry and the listening to students view all have students sharing prior knowledge and experiences. Knowing about your student’s heritage and background can give you some powerful knowledge of what they did as a child and traditions and activities that have influenced their lives.

In my educational action research one of my objectives is to work with the students to improve and add voice to their personal narratives.  The narrative research approach presented by Borland has a different kind of analysis.  First the researcher has a very different perspective and interpretation of the narrative.  The researcher views Beatrice’s Father as a symbol of repressive male authority. While Beatrice views it as an account of a real experience. (Borland,1991) In my action research I discuss and listen to what the students are sharing in their narrative and we would work as a team.  My action research differs from the narrative approach used by Borland because as the researcher I communicate and discuss with my students everyday where Borland mentioned that after a ten-month absence she shared her paper and final comments with Beatrice. (Borland,1991)
In the Campbell article on the narrative approach he mentioned that the researcher and the teacher had different perspectives.  The teachers thought management issues were a main concern while researchers thought the issues were related to how the curriculum was organized. (Campbell, 1998) In my action research I am the researcher and have selected my own investigation with the primary goal of improving student’s narrative writing during the year.  I do agree with Campbell when he writes that experienced teachers already know quite a bit about their own practice and are capable of finding answers for improving their teaching by drawing from knowledge they already have. (Campbell, 1998)

Regardless of what question or problem the teacher is conducting in their action research the teacher must communicate and listen to each of their students. All classes have students with diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds that can influence and add voice to students writing.  I have been fortunate enough to teach in the Bahamas, Canada, and the United States and have listened to and appreciated each student’s unique background and personality that has been expressed in class discussions and in writing personal narratives. I have always been careful about speaking and interpreting what others have expressed without discussing and talking with each student. As my paper comes to a close I view this as a starting point for my action research project rather than an end.   In September when my action research will start I will ask this question. How can action research improve student’s narrative writing in my grade three class?
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